FROM THE ORIGINAL

Prague, like Vienna, was just opening its season, and I
was able to see productions both in the German and Czech
theatres. Since the world success of the pkys by the Capeks
from this city, there had been a constant interchange of work
between the Bohemian, German and Austrian stages: the
hit of the moment was Frantisek Langer's Periferie, which
I had seen at Reinhardt's theatre in Vienna. Josef Capek
made very striking designs for this play, which was after-
wards seen in many countries. Under the Republic, Prague
was always famed for its theatre settings. I stayed in the
city long enough to know it for the most Eastern of middle-
European capitals and to be sorry to pass on. But I had
writing to do this early autumn, and a mind to fast as well,
both of which can be pleasantly united with the drinking
of waters from hot springs. This led me to Carlsbad, the
only town in Europe where one's hotel is just a lodging and
not even breakfast need be taken there. Those who break-
fast at all in Carlsbad do so at sunny little cafes on the pro-
menades, after rising at dawn to hasten, gkss in hand, to
their prescribed spring to sip their water slowly while they
listen to the band. By 8 A.M. this serious part of the day's
work is over ; but for an hour or two earlier the main
colonnade, with its water-drinkers grouped by nationality,
race, profession or social standing, makes a very curious
spectacle which the looker-on, gkss in hand himself, may
well take to be theatrical.
The Sprudel, which leaps from six to twelve feet high in
jets renewed each second, within another colonnade adorned
by a statue of Hygeia, is certainly theatrical, and some visitors
utter cries of admiration when they first behold it, while
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